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DALAI LAMA — VISIT TO WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Statement 
HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [9.51 pm]: On a different note, I wanted to acknowledge the visit 
to Western Australia of the Dalai Lama last weekend. Over 14 000 Western Australians made the effort to hear 
him speak at the Burswood Dome. I was very happy to be one of the thousands of people who attended that 
event, as well as an event in the City of Fremantle, which was hosted by the Mayor of Fremantle, Brad Pettitt; 
Senator Scott Ludlam from the Australian Greens; and Melissa Parke, the federal member for Fremantle. That 
was the first time that the Dalai Lama had been to Fremantle. It was a particularly special event and an 
opportunity for a relatively small number of people to hear him speak. We had a lovely afternoon in Fremantle. 
The Fremantle Town Hall was packed. People lined up in the freezing cold rain to be part of that audience. 
Almost the same number of people were outside the town hall listening to a live broadcast of the event because 
the town hall holds only about 450 people and they could not fit in. That is an extraordinary tribute to this man 
who is and continues to be the spiritual leader of the Tibetan people.  

As we know, a significant number of Tibetan people live as refugees, as exiles from their own country, in 
Dharamshala in India. We also have a small community of about 30 Tibetan refugees here in Western Australia. 
They are a most amazing group of people who continue to be passionate about raising the issue of the liberation 
of Tibet from the oppressive rule of the Chinese.  

The Dalai Lama attracted 65 000 people to his talks during his visit to Australia. It is the seventh time he has 
visited. It is also worth noting that Western Australia had the highest number of people at an event. It was really 
nice to see a significant number of members of Parliament at both events. I attended three events; I think I was 
visiting the Dalai Lama all last weekend as far as I could tell. Another function was held at the Burswood for 
members of the Tibetan community, the Mongolian community and the Bhutanese community. Interestingly, all 
those groups had a similar tradition of Tibetan Buddhism in their cultural heritage. I was particularly moved to 
be invited to that smaller audience with that group of people as part of the Tibetan Action Group of Western 
Australia, of which I am a member. We were very honoured to be part of a more intimate conversation with the 
Dalai Lama about the heritage of Tibetan Buddhism. I learnt quite a lot about how far back it goes—at least 
7 000 years—and where it is now practised internationally. One of those extraordinary things is that the terrible 
tragedy and injustices of Tibet, which I am sure we all know about in light of the displacement of the Tibetan 
people and the loss of life in Tibet since the Chinese occupation in 1959, has resulted in the Tibetan Buddhism 
tradition being much more available to a huge audience internationally. It is fascinating to see that, over the 
years, the number of people who have been attracted to simple yet quite profound messages that are the tradition 
of Tibetan Buddhism is extraordinary. It was an amazing experience to line up with another 14 000 people at 
half past eight on Sunday morning to hear this extraordinary man speak. It is right to remember and acknowledge 
that the Dalai Lama was the 1989 recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize, particularly in recognition of his 
commitment to a non-violent struggle in relation to the Tibetan people. He continues to hold true to that principle 
of non-violence. Interestingly, he has just recently stepped down as the political leader of the Tibetan community 
and is now solely the spiritual leader of the Tibetan community. He talked about that and about the evolution of 
the Tibetan community in exile to a representative democracy rather than an organisation that has, for thousands 
of years, had a combination of a spiritual and political leader. He talked very animatedly about the importance of 
democratic representation.  

He also has extraordinary drawing power for his messages of peace and non-violence and about the fundamental 
power of compassion, kindness and wisdom. He talked a lot about those qualities being a source of inner 
strength, particularly for Tibetan people and for anyone who is engaged in the community. He talked a lot about 
how we are now a global community and how we should consider refugees and the importance of inclusiveness. 
It was a wonderful talk at Burswood. The other two talks had different elements.  

I shared with a lot of people the wisdom he imparted and I hope it will not be the last time he visits Australia. 
However, of course, he is 75 years old now, so he is probably becoming less and less likely to do so much travel. 
He is an extraordinary man who inspires people. I was delighted to see other members from this place attending 
the talk. I noticed Hon Michael Mischin. whom I spoke to at Burswood, and my colleagues, including Hon Lynn 
MacLaren and Hon Alison Xamon. A couple of members from the Assembly were also at the talk at Burswood. 
It was delightful see them there. I have to say that I was again disappointed that some of the significant political 
leaders such as the Prime Minister, Hon Julia Gillard, did not see fit to meet someone of such eminence and 
international standing and, indeed, a Nobel Peace Laureate. I was also disappointed that our own Premier did not 
make time to meet the Dalai Lama. The Dalai Lama is an inspiration. He has an extraordinary insight into the 
human condition and the way we are within our community. We can benefit enormously from the messages that 
he is offering. There is nothing like actually being there and hearing that message firsthand. 
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We are at an interesting part of history in which we have a close relationship with China because it is a major 
trading partner and is important to the Western Australian economy. However, it is equally important to 
acknowledge that we should not restrict what we do, who we talk to or who we listen to on the basis of concerns 
about upsetting our trading partners. It is important to hear the messages about Tibet and the injustices that 
continue to be carried out, which is basically cultural genocide. I will continue to speak on behalf of the Tibetan 
people, particularly as I have been there and gave Tibetans my personal commitment to do that when I returned 
to Australia. I encourage other members also to be cognisant of the very well-considered and genuine 
requirement for human rights for the Tibetan people, who have continuously shown generosity and non-violence 
in the face of extraordinary difficulties. I salute them and the Tibet Action Group of Western Australia for its 
ongoing work to raise these issues in Western Australia. 

Hon Liz Behjat: You did not mention that the event was sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
of Western Australia. 

Hon GIZ WATSON: I was not aware of that. 
 


